Kosciuszko, no Legions of the Napoleonic period, if 9«
there's been no 1830, no 1848,, no '63, there'd be no
Poland for us to be striving for today. Economize on
blood and save lives, be unwilling to fight, and you begin
to die. Without these frequent insurrections russifica-
tion would have been complete and in a few generations
there'd have been neither Polish culture nor Polish
nation. We must fight. We must make ready to fight.-'
Without Bojowka, all idea of an armed movement
would have been lost. It preserved that idea and kept
it constantly in the minds of the people. Staff work
was necessary and Pilsudski started schools to train re-
cruits in guerilla warfare. Picked P. P. S. members
went to Krakow for a three months' course and when
they received certificates of proficiency, they were sent
over the frontier. They worked in groups of five, guard-
ing party headquarters, releasing Polish prisoners,
watching for spies, attacking government convoys of cash
fthich they took for the party treasury.
It was necessary to begin at the very beginning. Men
were not used to assembling at a given time and place.
They tried at first only the slightest of demonstrations
—at a signal a group would run out into the street,
unfurl a red flag, and disperse before the police could
come up. Gradually Bojowka's members acquired self-
control, the ability to obey orders, resolution and a
discipline that was truly extraordinary. They became
used to the idea of fighting and of using weapons.
"The will to drive out the invader," Pilsudski would
argue, trying to rouse people, "is so weak that the nation
does not believe victory is possible. We must revive
the military spirit of the Poles; we must plow up the
inind of the nation and plant it ready for the needs and
tasks of war. We must create a warlike attitude of
mind, to be ready when the occasion comes.
"Liberty will not be obtained by prayers or conver-
sation or intrigue. It is necessary to pay the tribute
of blood.

